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PROCLAMA nON NO. 1/1995

A PROCLAMATION TO PRONOUNCE THE COMING
INTO EFFECT OF THE CONSTITUTION OF THE

FEDERAL DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF ETHIOPIA

WHEREAS, the Nations, Nationalities and Peoples of
Ethiopia have, through their elected Representatives, ratified
the Constitution of the Federal Democratic Republic of
Ethiopia, on the 8th day of December, 1994; it is hereby
proclaimed as follows:

1. Short Title
This Proclamation may be cited as the' 'Constitution of
the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia
Proclamation No. 1/1995".

2. Coming into Effect of the Constitution
The Constitution of the Federal Democratic Republic of
Ethiopia has come into full force and effect as of the 21sl

day of August, 1995.

Effective Date

This Proclamation shall enter into force as of the 21sl day
of August, 1995.

Done at Addis Ababa, this 21 stday of August, 1995.

NEGASO GIDADA (DR.)
.

PRESIDENT OF THE FEDERAL DEMOCRATIC
REPUBLIC OF ETHIOPIA

t..1..t-A ~;Jt"', ;JH.1fJ
T'''''+'' ii'a:;i

Federal Negarit a.p.G.Box 80,001
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PREAMBLE

We, the Nations, Nationalities and Peoples of Ethiopia:

Strongly committed, in full and free exercise of our right to

self-detennination, to building a political community foun-

ded on the rule of law and capable of ensuring a lasting peace,

guaranteeing a democratic order, and advancing our

economic and social development;

Firmly convincedthat the fulfilment of this objective requires

full respect of individual and people'_sfundamental freedoms

and rights, ~olive together o~ the basis of equality' and without
any sexual, religious or cultUral discrimination;

Further con vinced that by continuing to live with our rich ,and

proud cultural legacies in territories we have long inhabited,

have, through continuous interaction on various levels and

forms of life,. built up common interests and have also

contributed to the emergence of a common outlook;

Fully cognizant that our common destiny can best be served

by rectifing historically unjust reltionships and by further

promoting our shared interests;

Convinced that to live as one economic community is

necessary in order to create sustainable and mutually suppor-

tive conditions for ensuring respect for our rights and

freedoms and for the collective promotion of our interests;1'''''''''~1't . ODlI;J-~1'i' ~if~;JwT11 O;J&- "Ij

0-t1.,:1 .;J.f,'~+ ,,-,it~.., 1\11::fl\.i''t''t "'I~Ot(allfOD11
. .

11..J:1"hA.I\1.'1"" 0",-, ; Determined to consolidate, as a lasting legacy, the peace and

the prospect of a democratic order which our struggles and

sacrifices have brought about;n~"1\~1«; Ob~/.\ '1m-0014'1'/):",'1:"'-t1T(Df-11.'fP

h&-f\'i itl\9" Ul\t~i:1 A"'I~;J11' !

"U ~1(ID1""'T 'hff.UO",. A1A"'i:r:".. '1\"7
,,~ "9"~+~ ~Ml ~1.&L"'~'''').&LlDhI\-1ODCm1
Ol\tJ'i:fm- -t1D11f";J=~')""711"~:" flat1 -1.,,.,:,, -,.11"

Ill. ~;&:CID+1 liUn"* t"+~,,/.\ II

Have therefore adopted, on 8 December 1994 this Cons-

titutionthrough representativeswe haveduly elected for this
purpose as an instrument that,binds us in a mutual commit-'

ment to fulfill the obj~tives and the principl~s set forth

above.
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Ethiopian Territorial Jurisdiction

The territorial jurisdiction of Ethiopia shall comprise the

territory of the members of the Federation and its boundaries
fh,:t-f-kf f"'.':" fD"'} ft..Yo~t\-'} 1\l1f\oT fD"'} fD7.fm shall be as determined by international agreements.
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CHAPTER ONE

GENERAL PROVISIONS

Article 1

Nomenclature of the State

This Constitution establishes a Federal and Democratic State
structure. Accordingly, the Ethiopian state.shall be known as
The Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia.

Article 2

Article 3

The Ethiopian Flag

1. The Ethiopian flag shall consist of green at the top, yellow
in the middle and red at the bottom, and shall have a
national emblem at the centre. The three colours shall be
set horizontally in equal dimension.

2. The national emblem on the flag shall reflect the hope of
the Nations, Nationalities, Peoples as well as religious
communities of Ethiopia to live together in equality and
unity.

3. Members of the Federation may have their respective
flags and emblems and shall determine the details thereof
through their respective legislatures.

Article 4

National Anthem of Ethiopia

The national anthem of Ethiopia, to be determined by law,
shall reflect the ideals of the Constitution, the commitment of
the Peoples of Ethiopia to live together in a democratic ord~r
and of their common destiny.

Article 5

Languages

1. All Ethiopian languages shall enjoy equal state recog-
nition.

2. Amharic shall be the working language of the Federal
Government.

3. Members of the Federation may by law determine their
respective working languages.

Article 6

Nationality

1. Any person of either sex shall be an Ethiopian national
where both or either parent is Ethiopian.

2. Foreign nationals may acquire Ethiopian nationality.

3. Particulars relating to nationality shall be determined by
law.








































































